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This weekly update provides our customers and

stakeholders within the public sector supply chain
with an update on key statistics and

news relating to public procurement.*

Further information on how BiP Solutions

can help you access this market can be found at
www.bipsolutions.com

Buyers and Suppliers seeking further information
and guidance on public procurement,

and particularly with regards to COVID-19, should go to
www.passprocurement.co.uk/covid-19

* All data taken from BiP’s Tracker Market Intelligence tool and covers the period 23rd to 27th March.
All details correct at time of publication.
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Overview of Notices published w/c 23rd March
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In the week commencing 23 March, 1221 UK public sector
contract notices were published by BiP Solutions. While this
is a slight decrease (2.71%) compared to the previous week’s
1255, this figure is within normal tolerances and suggests that
the public sector remains active, despite the increasing impact
of COVID-19 and the lockdown announced by Government on
24 March.
Unlike the previous week, no contract was worth more than £3
billion this week, although three contracts were worth over
£1 billion. One was COVID-19 related and is discussed below.
The other two were framework agreements. One was for
various construction works as part of the Constructing the West

Midlands programme, issued by Acivico (Design, Construction
and Facilities Management) Ltd on behalf of various public
sector bodies. The other was a 48-month framework issued
by Halton Housing for a range of fleet assets. Frameworks like
these show that opportunities exist for businesses as the public
sector continues to plan for the future.
Public sector issued notices with an identified value were worth
a total of £14.975 billion – almost three times the previous
week’s £5.09 billion, if the outlying £27 billion contract
from 16 March is excluded. This total is a considerable
underestimate of public sector spend, since only 468 of the
1221 notices (38.32%) stated a value.

Sector Focus
The following section considers the breakdown by buyer type and takes a closer look at both Local and
Central Government.
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Local Government
As in the previous week, local government was the busiest
sector. It published 496 notices, accounting for 40.62% of
the total. This is a slight rise in percentage compared to the
previous week’s 39.69%, although the number of notices
was almost identical (496 compared with 498). Of the
496 notices, 408 (82.25%) were non-OJEU notices, again
reflecting the typical spending pattern of local government
where many contracts are small-scale and are awarded to
local suppliers, often SMEs.

sector, even in these challenging times. The ongoing scale of
local authority procurement can be seen from the total value
of the contract notices issued by the sector – £1,862,081,379.
This figure is the more remarkable since 310 local authority
contract notices (62.5%) do not give a contract value, meaning
that the total must be considerably higher. A further positive
indicator for suppliers is that local government spend (in
terms of projected contract value) increased by just over £727
million or 64.06%, compared with the previous week.

This proportion of lower-value contracts should reassure
SMEs that opportunities are still available with the public

Central Government
There was a significant fall of 29.67% in the volume of contract
notices issued by central government in the week beginning
23 March (128) compared to the previous week (182). Central
government accounted for 10.48% of the total contract notices
published this week, down from 14.5% the previous week.
Of the notices published by central government, 25 (19.53%)
were COVID-19 related, compared with local government’s 21
(4.23%), suggesting, unsurprisingly, that central government is
taking the lead in the response to the pandemic.
Non-OJEU notices accounted for 88 of the 128 contract
notices (68.74%), compared with 40.1% the previous week,

a rise of 71.88% from week to week. During this week, the
total stated value of the contract notices issued by central
government was £1,256,980,140, a fall of £570.96 million
(31.24%) on the previous week, which is perhaps linked to the
rise in the volume of lower-value notices. However, the total
spend is likely to be considerably greater, since 84 (65.62%) of
the notices did not state any value. And, in any case, the total
value still represents a sizeable opportunity for businesses of
all sizes to engage with and win business from the
public sector.

Frameworks update
There were 44 new OJEU Framework Notices published during the week (23rd to 27th March).
Below details the top five frameworks by value.

Top 5 Frameworks Published by Value
Title

Awarding Authority

Value

United Kingdom-Birmingham:
Constructing West Midlands 2 Construction Framework

Acivico (Design, Construction and
Facilities Management) Ltd

£2,100,000,000

United Kingdom-Bradford:
Yorkshire Water Clean Water
Network Repair & Maintenance
Agreement (Water Services
Agreement)

Yorkshire Water Services

United Kingdom-Birmingham:
Commercial & Technical
Services Framework (CaTS)

Highways England

United Kingdom-Widnes:
Procurement of Fleet (Vehicles
and Associated Assets)
Framework

Halton Housing C/O Link Asset Services

£260,000,000

United Kingdom-Hertford:
HCC - 03/20 - The Provision
of a Structural Maintenance
and Resurfacing Treatments
Framework

Hertfordshire County Council

£232,200,000

www.bipsolutions.com
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COVID-19 notices

79

During the week commencing 23 March, 79 public sector
contract notices (6.47%) specifically referenced the
COVID-19 outbreak. While this is a significant increase
on the 29 published the previous week, it is still a modest
percentage of the total, showing that, despite COVID-19, the
public sector is continuing to provide opportunities across all
sectors.
COVID-19 related contracts this week included the most
valuable contract of the week, a Dynamic Purchasing
System worth £3 billion issued by the London Procurement
Partnership for health and social care software applications.
Previously published in 2019 with just five categories, it now
has twelve, one of which is COVID-19 support solutions.
Since it can be used by the entire public sector, this DPS
may well become a valuable resource for buyers looking for
COVID-19 related applications.

Contract
Notices

Notices

However, in response to the increasing restrictions on our
daily lives and the ensuing challenges faced by businesses,
many buyers have moved to extend deadlines and give
bidders longer to respond with 33 of the 79 notices (41.77%)
advertising deadline extensions to existing procurement
opportunities. A few authorities have also taken the decision
to postpone certain procurement opportunities, but these are
in a minority (6 of 79, just 7.59%).
There was a marked increase in the number of opportunities
published during this week that would not have existed
without COVID-19, up from five to 18. Several of these
reflect some of the issues that have emerged as most urgent
during this crisis, such as the requirement for personal
protective equipment (PPE). Torus Liverpool Housing
Association, Sandwell Metropolitan Borough Council,
Wiltshire Council and Herefordshire Council all issued
contracts urgently seeking PPE this week. Both Herefordshire
and Wiltshire Councils seek not only traditional procurement
but for companies or other organisations to look and see
what PPE they hold that they can spare to help the council
protect key workers such as carers and social workers.

1221

COVID-19 related
21

Contract
Notices

Awards

Other buyers advertised opportunities to help those struggling
in the pandemic. For instance, Northamptonshire Chamber
of Commerce advertised a forthcoming grants scheme for
small businesses, while Forever Manchester announced
the availability of a series of community support grants.
Both schemes are specifically aimed at those businesses
and groups worst affected financially by COVID-19. In a
similar vein but on a far larger scale, Arts Council England
announced that it is making £160 million of emergency
funding available to “those organisations and individuals who
will need it during this crisis”, showing that the public sector
is working hard to support businesses and individuals during
the pandemic.

www.bipsolutions.com
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COVID-19 awards
During the week commencing 23 March, 21 contract awards
specifically referenced COVID-19. Of these, nine (42.85%)
announce that a contract has not been awarded because
of COVID-19. A further five award notices, all issued by the
Crown Commercial Service, extend existing framework
agreements that were due to end and be retendered,
specifically stating that the authority is using Article 72 of the
Public Contracts Regulations in response to the COVID-19
emergency.

The award of contracts without using traditional procurement
routes illustrates how quickly the situation around COVID-19
is moving. It is important that suppliers monitor this activity
closely, using business intelligence tools such as Tracker
and DCI, to ensure that the use of regulations which enable
urgent procurement are being correctly applied. This
approach also highlights the need to engage directly with
buyers to understand what urgent requirements may be
forthcoming.

The remaining awards cover a range of specific needs
created by the COVID-19 pandemic, such as COVID-19
testing, PCR kits, advertising and public information
campaigns, and emergency accommodation for
rough sleepers.

BiP Solutions is hosting a webinar on Wednesday 8 April
at 11am, which will give suppliers insight into this and other
areas of opportunity.
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For further details, see below:

Free To Attend Live Webinar
Wednesday April 8 at 11am

Free Webinar - COVID-19 Procurement
Opportunities and Requirements –
How To Engage The Market
During this challenging period it is more important than ever that suppliers
increase their understanding of how procurement works. This free webinar,
presented by BiP Solutions’ PASS service, gives vital insight into where
opportunities exist and how buyers are adapting their approach to ensure
urgent requirements are met.
•
•
•
•
•

Where opportunities exist and how to find them
Identifying amended and extended contracts
Insight into use of Frameworks and DPS
How to successfully engage with buyers
Understanding procurement regulations

Register for free at www.passprocurement.co.uk/covid-19/
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Procurement Practice
In response to the COVID-19 crisis, Crown Commercial Service (CCS) has cited Regulation 72(1)(c) of the Public
Contracts Regulations 2015, which permits the extension of an existing contract or framework if:

(i)

the need for modification has been brought about by circumstances which a diligent contracting
authority could not have foreseen;

(ii)

the modification does not alter the overall nature of the contract;

(iii)

any increase in price does not exceed 50% of the value of the original contract
or framework agreement.

CCS is using this Regulation to extend ten framework agreements due for reprocurement, stating:
“This is to enable CCS resource to be diverted to procuring urgent requirements to deal with COVID-19
consequences and to relieve pressure on the supply chain while short staffed, to enable businesses to
continue to deliver services and goods to customers”
This suggests that CCS is anticipating an ongoing or even increasing requirement for procurement to deal with
the consequences of COVID-19 in the coming weeks. It is also a ‘heads up’ for interested suppliers that these
frameworks will come up for retender in due course, giving them the chance to prepare.
As well as extensions and postponements, authorities continue to make other changes to existing procurements by
changing supplier days into webinars, for instance. Other contract opportunities are being published with reduced
deadlines using accelerated procedures thanks to COVID-19. For example, the Equality and Human Rights
Commission is using accelerated procedures to procure support and licensing to its finance systems in order to
ensure business continuity during the COVID-19 outbreak.

About our Research
BiP Solutions has more than 36 years’ experience within the public sector supply chain. During this time we have
established the most comprehensive database of UK public sector contract notices available, drawing on thousands
of sources from across all parts of the public sector, researched daily. Our services publish almost 250% more
notices than UK government portals, meaning that our analysis gives a true picture of the size and scope of UK
public sector contracting activity.
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Business Intelligence
Through our Tracker and DCI brands, we are investing
heavily to ensure that the latest opportunities are not
only delivered straight to your inbox but that you are
equipped with the very latest in market intelligence.
This will enable you to maintain and grow your pipeline
in a market where opportunities are huge.
Request a demo for a first-hand look
at how our solution can help
Tracker Demo: www.trackerintelligence.com/live-demo
DCI Demo: www.dcicontracts.com/request-a-demo
Customers: cgt@bipsolutions.com
Not yet a customer? sales@trackerintelligence.com
or sales@dcicontracts.com
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BiP Solutions is committed to supporting its customers and suppliers through this
challenging time. Within public sector supply chains, COVID-19 is impacting both
what the public sector buys and how it buys. Our 36 years of experience, expertise
and insight is fully at your disposal, ensuring you can navigate through this period
successfully and prepare for opportunities now and in the future.

Promote your Services
Our Media & Marketing Solutions team act as
an extension of your business, helping you to
grow, by delivering a proven and personalised
approach to performance marketing.
By offering a broad range of managed,
measurable solutions, we put our customers
in front of the right decision makers, in the
right organisations, right across their target
market. This means that our customers do
not miss opportunities, which is crucial in
today’s marketplace. Our services include lead
generation, research, content creation, online
events and data analysis, to name but a few.
Get in Touch
Visit: www.my-ingenium.co.uk
Contact us: 0845 557 1324

To help buyers and suppliers across the UK
public sector, BiP Solutions’ Procurement
Advice and Support Service (PASS) has
created a range of resources to help
businesses navigate the challenges in this
fast-changing environment. To support both
buyers and suppliers, we also have a range of
remote based e-learning packages, training
and consultancy available to support your
business during this unprecedented time.
Get in Touch
Visit: www.passprocurement.co.uk/covid-19/
Contact us: www.passprocurement.co.uk/
contact-us/
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